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PROVINCIAL’S MUSINGS

- Dionysius Vaz, sJ

W
e began the year 2022 with the fast spread of the Omicron variant of the 
Covid virus. What might we learn from the pandemic so far? That human 
life is fragile, yet precious and full of possibilities and therefore accept reality 

as it unfolds; abandon beliefs that are unreasonable; take time to appreciate the 
other; and pause to embrace humanism. Quite simply, if we fail each other, we fail 
as a society. During this Ignatian Year, reflecting on Ignatius’ conversion, teaches us 
patience, hope and above all, solidarity in times of crisis.

We will soon be celebrating the 73rd Republic Day of India. We are here to remem-
ber and thank God for two things: for giving us a beautiful and powerful Constitution 
and for giving us democracy. We thank God for the architect of our Constitution, Dr. 
Ambedkar and those eminent persons who took pains to design our Constitution and 
who gave us a socialist, secular, democratic republic. We have in our Constitution a 
definition of democracy which represents the Indian ethos: no graded inequality; no 
economic or social differences which will downgrade certain persons and condemn 
them to indignities; no gender discrimination. When some groups try to polarize the 
country, it is only the Constitution that can come to our rescue. 

Fr General invites us to reflect on our vow of Poverty and we will soon begin a pro-
cess of reflection on this aspect in the province.  Fr General says, “Living poverty 
more deeply involves conversion.  We want to follow Christ poor; be close to Him; 
accompany Him in all the wounded places of the world. We do this if we 
are truly poor, ourselves, know our utter dependence on God and live 
discerning where the Spirit is leading us.” As Fr Pedro Arrupe beau-
tifully put it, “Obedience makes us Jesuits available. Poverty makes 
us credible.”
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PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAMME
January 2022
15:   Province Consult: Online
23:   Jubilee: Fr Freddie D’Silva
24:   Visitation: Xavier Sadan, Mysuru
25-26: Visitation: Swami Rajendra Nilaya,  
  Mysuru
28:   Meeting of DoWs in Social Action:  
  Mundgod
29:   Mass: UFS Province Chapter, Hubli
30-31: Visitation: XTC Novitiate, Belgaum

February 2022
03-04: Visitation: SICJ, Trivandrum
05:   Meeting of South Zone Provincials,  
  Trivandrum
06:   Young Priests’ Meet
09-10: Visitation: LM, Bengaluru
12-13: Recollection for Local Superiors:  
  Dhyanashrama, MSJ
14-15: Province Consult (Budgets): LM 
20-27: JCSA: Hazaribagh

POPE’S WORLDWIDE PRAYER NETWORK (PWPN), JANUARY 2022
For True Human Fraternity 

We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persuasion; may their 
own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers and sisters in 

the human family. 

APPOINTED BY FR GENERAL
Fr Girish Santiago – Regional Superior of Myanmar Dependent Region.

APPROVED BY FR GENERAL
Fr Ronald Pais – Superior of Asha Kiran, Mangaluru.

APPOINTED BY POSA
Fr Lancy Lobo (GUJ) – Coordinator of the Forum of Jesuit Social Scientists of South Asia.

APPROVED BY FR PROVINCIAL
Scholastics Anthony Derrick JD, Ashwin Rebello, Ashwin Praveen Cordeiro, George 
Jaison Pinto, Jaison Glen Pais, John Rayan Pereira and Shantharaj A are approved for 
the diaconate.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Scholastics Anthony Derrick JD, Ashwin Rebello, Ashwin Praveen Cordeiro, George 
Jaison Pinto, Jaison Glen Pais, John Rayan Pereira and Shantharaj A will be  
ordained deacons by Bishop Thomas Dabre, Bishop of Pune, on 19 February 2022, in De 
Nobili College Chapel. 

****
January 31: Last date to send the budgets of the communities and institutions.

January 31: Last date to send the Historia Domus. 

February 12-13: Recollection for Local Superiors on the vow of poverty in the Society of Jesus 
at Dhyanashrama, MSJ Bengaluru. 

May 22-27: Province Congregation, Prerana, MSJ, Bengaluru. 
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ASHIRVAD

This month the recollection talk was given by Sr. 
Siji Lonan, a Canossian Sister.  Carol singing in 
the villages and get-togethers with the Balajyoti 
children were special features of our Christmas 
celebration.  CIRW conducted awareness pro-
grammes to empower women, youth and chil-
dren at the zonal and village level and also or-

ganized an inter-religious dialogue on “Religion 
and Social Transformation”. ISI-Bengaluru spon-
sored the distribution of 90 ration kits to migrants 
and brick workers.  We are grateful to Fr Henry 
D’Almeida for his online course on Popular Reli-
giosity, and Fr Anil D’Mello for directing our trid-
uum at Xavier Sadan, Mysuru. – Sch Jaison Lobo

ARRUPE NIVAS

ASHA KIRAN

ANEKAL

SJC played the host to a 10-day programme on 
Human Rights organized by ISI, Bengaluru. Fr Eu-
gene Lobo was the chief guest at our Christmas 
programme which was combined with Puraskara 
(felicitation ceremony for the achievers).  Three 
of our NCC Cadets and a NSS volunteer have 
been chosen to be part of the National Republic 
Day Parade 2022.  Ms Neha Baruah (MSW de-
partment) has won the state title of India’s Miss 
TGPC Karnataka. Our outreach team Bembala 
organised World AIDS Day and imparted online 
instruction to underprivileged children.   At the 
valedictory programme of Bhavishyajyothi (com-
puter classes for children of migrant workers and 
slum-dwellers) 60 students received certificates 
from the hands of Fr Brian Pereira. Christmas was 
celebrated with our collaborators. 

On December 19, the Alumni Association of St 
Joseph’s College had the inaugural celebration 
of its centenary.  Fr Swebert D’Silva, Rector, and 
Fr Victor Lobo, Principal, graced the occasion and 
shared with the alumni a few recent and import-
ant landmarks in the history of the development 

of the college, and also announced the formal 
approval from the government for the elevation 
of SJC into St Joseph’s University. They earnest-
ly sought the cooperation and collaboration of 
the alumni to make SJU a premiere university in 
the country.  Fr Richard Rego gave the Christmas 
message in Kannada on Akashvani - Bengaluru. 
He also organised the first lap of the Academic 
Audit for St Joseph’s College – along with Prof. 
B.P. Sanjay, Founder-Vice Chancellor of Central 
University of Tamil Nadu.

Our community visited HOPE (run by Auto Raja), 
and entertained the entire group of 700 children 
and shared a meal with them.  Congratulations 
to Fr Maxim Dias who successfully defended his 
Ph.D thesis at Bangalore University. 

The members of AICUF actively participated in 
the protest march against Anti-Conversion Bill. 
They also organized Cancer Day, Constitution 
Day and Christmas Day celebrations with the un-
derprivileged. – Fr John Baptist 

TThe long wait for the completion of renovation of 
our basketball court ended with its blessing and 
inauguration by Frs Praveen Martis and Royston 
Madtha.  

We were privileged to participate in the Carols 
competition organized by DAIJIWORLD.  We 
shared our Christmas joy with our neighbours by 
visiting them and singing carols with them.  The 
highlight of this year’s celebration was our visit 
to Jeevadhaan, a home for the HIV-affected chil-

dren.   The non-Karnataka scholastics at Asha 
Kiran had the privilege of accompanying their 
Karnataka companions and celebrating Christ-
mas in the families of the latter. It was indeed 
a cultural exchange.  All of us benefited much 
from our three-day cultural tour of Coorg, Mysu-
ru and Srirangapattanam.  Fr Xavier Alangaram 
(PCF-Darjeeling) and Fr Anand Pereira (RCF-Kohi-
ma) were our welcome guests during this month. 
– Sch Macwin D’Souza

The inter-religious prayer meetings at Ashirvad 
in the month of December were on the themes 
of Sufism and Christmas.  The latter celebration 

was graced by the presence of Archbishop Peter 
Machado.  His message to the hundred-strong 
interfaith gathering was on the significance of 
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BIJAPUR

Fr Arun Luis conducted the project evaluation of 
Bijapur mission.  Fr Arun Lobo was the resource 
person at the one-day recollection of the religious 
of the Bijapur zone of the CRI. Fr Vinod Paul con-
ducted an inter-religious prayer meet at St Anne’s 
parish and a half-day retreat for the parishioners. 

Christmas celebration for all the units of the mis-
sion was organized in Sindagi at Loyola CBSE 
School.  The programme was carefully planned 
and executed by Frs Alwyn D’Souza, Cyril Cas-
telino, Sch Pruthvi Rodrigues and their staff.  We 
celebrated Christmas with the HIV infected, the 
prisoners, the slum samiti leaders, the Chris-
tu Bhaktas and with the family members of our 
social animators. We visited all the religious 
communities in our region, joined them in carol 

singing and shared our Christmas joy.  With the 
help of the hostel students and staff, Sch Merwin 
Mathias designed a contextual crib portraying 
current issues. 

Fr Jerald D’Souza conducted a two-day evalua-
tion of the CNFE project on unorganized youth.  
Frs Balaraju A and Ronald Pais made their annual 
retreat at Loyola Nivas. As part of our Christmas 
celebration, local government officials and prom-
inent leaders were invited to a fellowship meal at 
Sangama CIRD.  The Sangama CIRD has been 
quite successful in organizing several meetings of 
“Grama Sabha” (village meetings) of children to 
address  children’s issues in their schools.
– Fr Jeevan James

FATIMA RETREAT HOUSE
The newly constructed grotto of our Lady, adjacent 
to the shrine of Our Lady of Fatima, was blessed 
by Bishop emeritus, Rt Rev Aloysius P D’Souza, on 
8 December. Frs Joseph Monteiro, Terence Farias 
and Tom Quadras directed 8-day retreats and trid-
uums. The passing away of Fr Lawrence Pinto was 
a painful moment.  We miss his quiet, gentle and 
smiling presence.   Many people from Mundgod 
and Hubli came for his funeral, expressing their 
love & gratitude to the man who gave them and 
their children a life and future.  Bishop Peter Paul 
Saldanha presided over the funeral Mass.  Fr Dio-
nysius Vaz, Provincial, gave a brief bio-sketch of Fr 
Lawrence.  Fr Gerald Furtado preached the homily 

and Fr Francis Menezes delivered the eulogy.  
We celebrated Christmas with orphan children 
and with our collaborators. Some community 
members along with the office staff, visited Pad-
mashree Harekal Hajabba, near Konaje.  About 
1500 people participated in the Christmas night 
Mass at which Fr Melwin Pinto, the Rector of SAC, 
was the main celebrant and homilist.  Frs Joseph 
Rodrigues (AOR- East Africa), and Jerome D’Souza 
made their annual retreat here.  Presently, we are 
also enjoying the company of Bro Francis Mathias 
(HAZ) and Fr Cedric Prakash (GUJ). 
– Fr Thomas Quadras 

INIGO SADAN

Christmas - particularly for those on the margins 
of society.  The cultural pr ogramme by the chil-
dren of Jyothi School for the Blind and carol sing-
ing by children from our adopted slums enhanced 
the festive air of the celebration which ended with 
a fellowship meal.  Fr Arun Luis, accompanied by 
a few of his collaborators, visited Pandavapura 
to express solidarity with the SMMI Sisters when 
their school was targeted by anti-social elements 
during the Christmas celebration.  They gave a 
press conference and helped the Sisters to file an 
FIR in the police station.  Fr Eugene Lobo was the 
chief guest for the Christmas celebration at St Jo-

seph’s College at which he delivered the Christ-
mas message and presented awards to the staff 
for their outstanding performance.

Fr Joseph Lobo gave a 3-day programme on Ig-
natian Discernment to a group of religious sisters 
at Davis Road. He gave a half day programme 
on “Mysteries of the universe: scientific perspec-
tives” to our Jesuit novices at Mount St Joseph. 
He also gave a course on the Holy Trinity to the 
seminarians of St Joseph’s Seminary, Mangaluru. 
– Fr Eugene Lobo

Decorations, cribs, stars, kuswar and visiting 
our neighbouring houses, Jesuit communities, 
and convents with triumphant carols added fla-

vour to the vibes of the season. We celebrated 
Christmas with the hostellers of the Community 
College and the boarders of St Louis Boarding.   
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JESUIT NIVAS

In SJBHS, Children’s Day, Deepavali, Constitu-
tion Day and Human Rights Day were celebrated 
online. ‘Chilgala’ the Primary School Fun Fest, 
held online, offered the children an opportunity 
to explore a variety of experiences and interests. 
‘Secret Santa’ took on a   new meaning as the 
initiative saw the school collect blankets and toi-
letries for the poor and the needy.  The Eucharistic 
Celebration by Fr Denzil E Lobo marked the end 
of the ‘Year of St Joseph’.  Music, laughter and 
cheer filled the air as the school celebrated the 
joy of Christmas.

St Joseph’s College of Law marked the Human 
Rights Day with a weeklong celebration through 
competitions, screenings, webinars etc.  SJCL in 
collaboration with Samvidanada Haadiyalli or-
ganised a documentary screening and talk on 
how to nurture & promote sporting talents from 
the underprivileged sections of society.  The In-
ternational Day of Commemoration and Dignity 
of the victims of crime and genocide and of the 
prevention of crime was observed with appropri-
ate programmes. The faculty coordinators of the 
research committee of SJCL visited Bijapur and 
interacted with several NGOs and people groups 
to understand the water crisis in the region.

A charity drive was organised in the season of 

Advent, and the students generously responded 
by donating various stationery and food items 
which were distributed to students in Manvi and 
other places. The AICUF unit of SJCL organised 
an intercollegiate video making competition titled 
“Just a minute” on the theme of Interreligious har-
mony. The Director, Faculty and Staff of SJCL vis-
ited the senior citizens’ home “Preethi Nivas” and 
interacted with the inmates. The students of the 
human rights committee put up a physical the-
atre on the theme of “secularism” on 29 Decem-
ber to mark the birth anniversary of rashtra kavi  
Kuvempu. 

The JESCOL-I, organized by SJPUC, had partic-
ipants from among the newly recruited faculty 
members of SJBHS and SJCL. A Charity Drive was 
organised by the AICUF Unit of SJPUC to help the 
less fortunate during the Christmas Season. The 
AICUF also coordinated ‘Gloria’, a Christmas 
Programme for the students and the staff.

Ms D Roopa, IPS, Inspector General of Police, 
presided over the combined celebration of the 
Annual and Graduation day of St Joseph’s Eve-
ning College on 13 November. The college, with 
the support of Bembala, organised Balamela in 
different slums across Bengaluru to enhance the 
skills of nearly 400 children.  Over 3000 peo-

Fr Dionysius Vaz, the provincial, was the main 
celebrant at the Christmas Vigil Mass.  On Christ-
mas day, we shared our joy with Loyola Mandir 
community in a joint celebration.   We also had 
a Christmas celebration with the PTA members. 
 
The staff of SJIPS had an outing to Mango Mist 
Resort. We exchanged our Christmas gifts among 
the staff. Master Abdul Miran participated in the 
inspire award and won the prize. We also had 
Christmas celebration and felicitation of Mr. 
Nagaraju with PTA members. 
 
The interact club of SJIHS organised an outreach 
programme to an orphanage, Sneh Ghar. On the 
occasion of Christmas, the decoration competi-
tion made the students beautifully decorate their 
classrooms with bells, stars, streamers and an-
gels. The catholic students prepared themselves 
spiritually through the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion. A seminar was conducted for the students 
on the theme: Adolescents and Media: self-man-

agement strategies for which Dr. Raghavendra 
Kumar was the resource person.  

The Social Service League of SJICPUC observed 
World AIDS Day.  It also organised Sparsha, a 
programme designed for reaching out to the stu-
dents of Loyola P U College, Vijayapura.  The 
staff and students together made a contribution 
of Rs. 1.25 lakh for this noble purpose. The staff 
relaxed and rejuvenated with an outing at Club 
Cabana. The new staff recruits of our units at-
tended an induction programme on KJES service 
rules. 

In addition to the tasteful decoration in St Joseph’s 
CBSE School for Christmas, the staff and students 
sang melodious carols and staged graceful danc-
es in celebration of the feast. A fund raising event 
‘Giving is Living’ and a webinar for parents 
and students on “CORONA AVATARS” were  
organised. – Fr Felix Anand
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MANVI

Fr Maxim’s 89th Birthday was celebrated in differ-
ent units of the institution. Fr Anand Prabhu pro-
posed the toast in his unique style. It was great to 
have the presence of Fr Robert Rodrigues after his 
safe return from Afghanistan. We had our Deep-
avali celebration in a simple and devotional way 
with a prayer service, and a couple of messages 
from Frs Maxim Rasquinha and Kiran Cotha. Fr 
Melwyn D’Cunha attended the Principals’ and Di-
rectors’ meet at Bhuvaneshwar.  Fr Olvin Veigas 
along with Fr Teyol Machado was here for docu-
menting the history of the Pannur-Manvi Mission.  

International Human Rights Day was organized 
with legal awareness and help under the auspices 
of Legal Aid Committee Manvi Taluk and Loyola 
Social Service Centre. Frs Leo Pereira and Anil 
D’Souza, and a few leading advocates of the city 
spoke on the occasion.
 
We lost an efficient and faithful farmer - Reddy, 

who was electrocuted when he had gone to see 
a buffalo lying dead. May his soul rest in peace.

Fr Joseph Arockiasamy and Sch Rex Rueben of 
Madurai Province doing their MSc Counselling in 
Bengaluru stayed with us for a week. Loyola De-
gree College organized a one day seminar-cum 
workshop on bee-keeping. On the 19th we had a 
Christmas gathering with local Sisters with carol 
singing, fun games and a fellowship meal. 

Bishop Henry D’Souza had a successful visitation 
of St. Peter’s Parish, Pannur on 19th December. 
The Bishop had a word of praise for the Parish 
Priest for training the children and the grown-ups 
in taking responsible role in the liturgy. There was 
a grand get-together of all the collaborators of 
Loyola Institutions on the occasion of Christmas. 
Fr Leo Pereira is in Mangaluru for a minor eye 
surgery. – Fr Maxim Rasquinha

MOUNT ST JOSEPH
MSJ community played the host to the Banner-
ghatta unit of the CRI as they observed the con-
cluding function of the Year of St Joseph.  Nearly 
37 religious communities of both men and wom-
en participated.    Christmas was celebrated with 
a special programme with our co-workers, con-
ducted by Schs Cannon Fernandes and Suman 
D’Souza.  The community visited the Destitute 
Centre and the Old Age Home as part of the 
Christmas celebration. 
 
Kalena Agrahara parish had a gathering of altar 
servers from different parishes during which they 
were given talks on the spirit of service and on the 
call to priestly or religious life. The parish had a 
short retreat in preparation for the feast of Christ-
mas.  Dhyanashrama had retreats for different 
groups guided by Frs Clarence D’Souza, Arock-
iasamy, Godwin Serrao, J B Mendonca, Mohan 
Joseph, Gilbert Saldanha and Edward Rodrigues.  
Fr Jenil, Superior of the Trinitarian Fathers, was 
the chief guest at the Christmas celebration we 
had with our collaborators. 

“Ite Inflammate Omnia,” was the theme for the 
feast of St Francis Xavier, celebrated with an in-

spiring homily by Fr Clarence.  Faith-sharing by 
the family of Dr Paul Mathulla, and a recollec-
tion-cum-seminar on “The Examination of Con-
sciousness and the Wonders of the Universe” by 
Fr Joseph Lobo were novel experiences.  The first 
year novices went on a day’s pilgrimage to St 
Mary’s Basilica to invoke Mother Mary’s interces-
sion on the long retreat they were to begin.  We 
thank the Ashirvad community who treated the 
pilgrims to a sumptuous lunch. The second year 
novices have gone to different places for their 
mission experiment.

At Loyola Degree College, a quiz competition for 
the students was the highlight of celebration on 
the occasion of the 400th anniversary of the can-
onization of St Francis Xavier.  Members of the 
staff and a few students joined the rally against 
the anti-conversion bill.  Human Rights Day was 
observed with an address to the students by Prof. 
Dhanaraj.    NSS students of Loyola Degree Col-
lege participated in plantation work at Soluru, 
under the auspices of Bembala Yojane.   Carol 
competitions were held for the students as part 
of the Christmas celebration.  We also celebrated 
‘Vishwa Maanava Dina,’ (Kuvempu’s Birthday) 

ple were the beneficiaries of ‘Feed the Hungry’ 
Drive organized by Bembala along with AICUF 
students.  We also organized a one- day retreat 

for all the Catholic students to help them to see 
God in all things. – Fr Antony Pais
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and Savithri Bai Pule’s birthday.  The first year 
students have Yoga classes regularly as part of 
their curriculum.

Loyola Composite P U College organized sev-
eral programmes during the month – including  

“COLOROTHON,” the largest all-India online 
art competition, a talk by Mr Yuvaraj  on “Service 
Rooted in Justice and Love”,  Christmas celebra-
tion for the staff and students, and Crib and Star 
making competitions for the students. 
– Fr Francis D’Almeida

MUNDGOD 

The passing away of Fr Lawrence Pinto, the archi-
tect of Loyola school and a pioneer of education 
of the marginalized, was remembered with sad-
ness by many in Mundgod. The School organized 
a memorial service to its revered founder. Mr. 
Clifton Rozario of Alternative Law Forum, Benga-
luru gave a session on Human Rights to all the 
staff of our institutions in Mundgod. 

Aside from the usual Christmas celebrations with 
cribs, carols and decorations, the Jesuits in Mund-
god celebrated Christmas with the families of our 
staff.  That was a new experience for all of us.  As 

usual, Mainalli substation celebrated its annual 
feast on the 1st of January. Frs Ravi Sagar (KHM) 
and Stephen Raj (PAT) from ISI, Delhi were here to 
make their annual retreat. 

LVK organized a workshop for 2 days for the 
unorganized youth (nearly 120 of them) hailing 
from Hangal and Haliyal. Inter-taluka workshop 
on Land and Forest Rights was organized for the 
forest land dependents. Mr Clifton Rozario (ad-
vocate) and Fr Jerald D’Souza (Director of St Jo-
seph’s College of Law) were the resource persons. 
– Fr Melvin Lobo

During his recent visit to Mangaluru, Fr Eric 
Mathias made it a point to get in touch with the 
alumni/alumnae of SAC-Harihar who are now 
pursuing their dreams at St Aloysius College, 
Mangaluru.  Fr Praveen Martis accompanied 
the college staff on a publicity drive to Sirsi, 
Shimoga and adjoining areas. 

The staff of the college, accompanied by the 
Principal, Mr Sunny Gudinho and regent, Sch 
Preethesh Misquith, found much joy in visiting 
high schools in the neighbourhood and dis-
tributing Christmas cakes.  The highlight of the 
Christmas celebration in the college this year 
was the get-together of the children of the mi-

grants, AIDS infected persons, sex workers and 
transgenders.  More than 200 persons partic-
ipated in the fun games organized for them in 
our campus.  Christmas celebration with the 
staff and the students was held on 23 Decem-
ber. 

The students of the Ladies’ and the Gents’ 
hostel welcomed the New Year with a unique 
celebration on 3 January by putting up a live-
ly cultural programme on the theme “Festival 
Vibes” in which they presented various cultural 
and religious festivals of India through dance 
and drama. – Fr Praveen K Martis

ST ALOYSIUS COLLEGE, Harihar

ST ALOYSIUS COLLEGE, Mangaluru
Our museum now has a new section added: The 
Coin Gallery. The gallery has nearly 4000 coins, 
of which 1328 from over 75 countries have been 
sorted, identified and categorized for display. 
The oldest coin in the gallery is a Denarius of the 

Roman Empire which dates back to 211 BC. 

Our High School students bagged the overall 
championship at ‘AGNOTHON’, conducted by 
St Agnes Pre-University College.  Five NCC 

NAVASADHANA 
Fr Dheeraj D’Souza continues visiting schools 
in around Bengaluru, scouting around for vo-
cations.  Our kitchen staff are happy with the 
new smokeless oven installed recently.  Christ-
mas celebration at Navasadhna was held on 23 

December along with the birthday celebration 
of our regent, Noel Dias.  After a  fruitful home 
visit, the prenovices are back, and are now en-
grossed in preparing for Navasadhana Day. 
– Sch Noel Dias
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SWAMI RAJENDRA NILAYA, Panditahalli

Our campus is bubbling with joy with the return 
of tiny tots, raising our total number now to 250 
plus. The work of construction of the school build-
ing extension and the raising of the compound 
wall is progressing. We are grateful to KJES for 
the new school bus which meets the transport 
need of increased number of admissions.  In 
preparation for Christmas we, as a community, 
made a pilgrimage to the grave of Fr Spinola, a 
Jesuit missionary who served in Mysore Mission. 
Fr Paul, MST, led us through the penitential ser-
vice in view of Christmas.

 We shared our Christmas joy with our bene-
factors and well-wishers by inviting them to the 
‘Christmas Sahamilan,’ which included a fellow-
ship meal.  Present also were members of the 
panchayat and others.  In the evening we had our 
construction labourers for a short entertainment 
programme followed by a sumptuous meal.  On 

the occasion of Christmas, a new wall calendar 
of Holy Angels’ School was released and distrib-
uted to the staff and students as part of our pub-
licity venture.  Sch Marvin Apose, assisted by the 
support staff prepared the crib.  

Mrs Mary Klemintin, one of our KG teachers, was 
invited by the local education department to take 
a one-day session for government school teach-
ers. Fr Norwin Pereira breathed a sigh of relief 
when, after much struggle, he succeeded in get-
ting the fire safety certificate in fulfilment of a re-
quirement for obtaining permission for 9th and 
10th standards.  

Fr Lancy Fernandes gave a Triduum to Little Sis-
ters of the Poor in Bengaluru and a day’s recol-
lection to FMM sisters in Kollegal.  He also made 
time to visit Mandya and Kollegal for vocation 
promotion. – Sch Prajwal Apose 

VIDYA NIKETAN, Dharwad 

Almost the entire VN community was present at 
St Anne’s Church in Vijayapura on December 3 
to witness the Final Vows ceremony of Fr Edward 

Philip.  Vidya Niketan and Samarasa Vedike (In-
ter-religious Dialogue group) jointly organized 
the Christmas Sahamilana  (Christmas get-to-

cadets of the College are selected to represent 
Karnataka and Goa directorate in the Republic 
Day Parade at New Delhi.  The hair donation 
drive (named ‘Beautiful Lengths’), jointly orga-
nized by the college and a few NGOs, inspired 
as many as 50 donors to donate their hair for 
those suffering from cancer. 

Fr Melwin Pinto, Rector, gave the Christmas mes-
sage to the diocesan and religious priests of the 
Permannur deanery. The deanery meeting was 
hosted by AIMIT.

As part of our networking with neighbouring 
technical institutes, SAITI  conducted practical 
classes on welding for two ITIs.  Two of our staff 
have returned after completing CITS training 
and two more have joined the faculty.  

The members of the Centre for Social Concern 
of our PUC visited the Government primary 
schools and old age homes and spent time with 
the inmates.  A fund raising drive was also orga-
nized in the campus, the proceeds of which were 
utilized to provide necessary supplies to those in 
need.  As part of Christmas celebration, students 

were engaged in a unique activity called ‘Joy of 
Giving’ wherein they contributed new sports ma-
terials to the twinning partner, Loyola Institutions, 
Mundgod. 

The latest addition to St Aloysius Institutions is the 
‘Aloysian Crèche’ intended to meet the needs of 
young mothers among our staff.  Fr Leo D’Souza 
blessed the premises (located in the “Red Build-
ing”), and Dr Rose Veera (of the Dept of Politi-
cal Science, SAC) who had originally proposed 
the project, inaugurated it. With this we will have 
children coming into the campus from the age 
of six.

Christmas was celebrated in all our units as usu-
al with carol singing, crib designing, competi-
tions, outreach activities, and get-togethers with 
staff and students. The college chapel commit-
tee, headed by Fr Royston Madtha, took the ini-
tiative of raising funds for supplying provisions 
to a few needy families for a Christmas meal. 
The Christmas Vigil Mass, attended by well over 
a thousand people, was celebrated open air on 
our high school grounds. 
– Sch Ovin Rodrigues & Fr Pradeep Sequeira
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SATYA NILAYAM, Chennai 

The second year philosophers had a day of 
“Chennai Darshan” to familiarize themselves 
with places of interest in and around the city.  
Fr Lindsay Lobo (GOA) gave a talk on ‘Igna-
tian insight’ as part of the Ignatian year.  The 
second-year scholastics staged a much ap-
preciated motivational Christmas skit at the 
CRI Christmas gathering. To make Christmas 
more meaningful some of our staff and scho-

lastics visited the local Cancer Centre, spent 
quality time with the children there and dis-
tributed some useful supplies. We, as a com-
munity, had a simple celebration of Christ-
mas with the co-workers. Immediately after 
Christmas, scholastics set out, in small groups, 
for cultural tours of the states in South India.  
– Sch Royster Monis

DE NOBILI COLLEGE, Pune

The online classes continue to be the mode of 
learning at DNC.  By burning the midnight oil, 
the Theology as well as Philosophy scholastics 
came out in flying colours in their semester ex-
ams.  Community Days, with the theme ‘Ekat-
hvam’, were held in full swing for three days. 
Thereafter, all plunged themselves, in their 

respective living groups, into Christmas dec-
orations.  To receive Baby Jesus worthily, we 
prepared ourselves with a day of recollection, 
dwelling upon Synodality. The month ended 
with the triduum guided by Fr Peter Ignatius 
(PAT). – Sch Elson Lobo 

VIDYANIKETAN, Trivandrum 

Our collaborators and many religious joined us 
in the short prayer service in St Xavier’s College 
auditorium on the feast of St Francis Xavier.  We 
shared our Christmas joy with St. Xavier’s com-
munity as we sang carols and attended the Christ-

mas vigil Mass.  We had three days (27-29 Dec) 
of community building to bring out our talents 
and to foster in us the spirit of companionship. 
– Sch Mathew Nicolas D’Souza 

Mr Adrian Rosario conducted a workshop on 
“Skills for Pastoral Ministry”.  We were privi-
leged to attend the priestly ordination of three 
deacons of the Bombay Province at Uttan. A 
three-day workshop on Media - with the theme 
‘Media as an Apostolic Tool’ - was conducted 
by the XIC team, Bombay at Khandala.  In the 
workshop, we were introduced to artificial in-
telligence, cinematography, and the making 

and editing of documentary films. At the end 
of the workshop, we screened four documen-
tary films prepared by us.   We were privi-
leged to visit a Carmelite Monastery and have 
the Eucharist celebrated there; and also to 
get to know their mission and spirituality.  We 
also visited a few religious communities sing-
ing carols and sharing the joy of Christmas.  
– Sch Joel Dias

gether) on 19 December for our classmates, 
our neighbours,  friends and well-wishers.  The 
guests of honour on this occasion were: Dr. N. 
M. Purshottam (Joint Director, Dept. of Social 
Welfare), Mr M. A. Marigaudar (Superinten-
dent, Central Jail), and Ms S. Rashmi (Chief 
Editor, ‘Prajawani’, Hubli Edition).  We went vis-
iting our neighbours to sing carols.  Schs Nikil 
Robin, Vimal Raj and Fr Edward, along with the 

youth coordinators, supervised and directed all 
the competitions organised by the parish from 
26 to 31 December.  Sch Sujay Paul was a judge 
at the carol singing competition held at Lourdes 
Hospital School of Nursing.  Five out of eight 
second year scholastics have been successful in 
obtaining a driver’s licence for two wheelers. 
– Sch Arun Raj

VINAYALAYA, Mumbai 
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REST IN PEACE
Br Maria Michael Santiago, SJ (AND), 85/62, on 19 December 2021, in Guntur.
Fr Thomas Vattakunnel, SJ (KER), 93/71, on 26 December 2021 in Calicut.  
Fr Michael V Panimegam, SJ (DUM), 72/53, on 03 January 2022, in Kalidanga, Rampurhat. 
Fr Jose Luis Arana, SJ (GUJ), 91/73, on 8 January 2022, in Vadodara. 
Fr Mathew Pichalakkattu, SJ (GUJ), 81/61, on 9 January 2022, in Vadodara.
Fr Viaguladasan Manickam, SJ (MDU), 83/64, on 10 January 2022, in Dindigul. 
Fr Xalxo James, SJ (MAP), 78/56, on 12 January 2022 in Kotma, Madhya Pradesh.
Mr Madalaimuttu, cousin brother of Fr Kanikiaraju, on 31 December 2021, in Harobale, Bengaluru. 

Fr Lawrence Pinto, SJ
(20 March 1933 - 16 December  2021)

Fr Lawrence Pinto was born in Kinnigoli on 20 March, 1933, the young-
est among six children.  After graduating from St Aloysius College, 
he joined the Society of Jesus on 1 July 1955; he did his novitiate at 
Christ Hall, Calicut, his philosophy in Shembaganur and his theology 
in Kurseong.  He was ordained on 29 March, 1967 and made his final 
profession on 15 August, 1972.

A simple, soft-spoken and down-to-earth person, Lawrence came 
across to people as one who is rather shy of meeting strangers.  I re-
call one of his reminiscences when he confided to us that the desire to serve the poor was 
implanted in him early in life by the example of his mother who used to go out of her way 
to help her poor neighbours in Kinnigoli.  The long retreat in the novitiate confirmed and 
strengthened this desire.                             

Fr Lawrence Pinto’s primary ministry was education; but it was education with a difference.  
Whether it was in urban or rural institutions, his main concern was to form women and 
men for others who would, in their turn, reach out to large groups of deprived and neglect-
ed people. He was a man of discipline but not one with an iron fist.  He had the politeness 
and grace of a gentleman who preferred to use his voice rather than the cane.  His timid 
and docile demeanor was only a façade that concealed a determined temperament.   He 
had a genuine affection for children and made time to listen to them. 

Lawrence was a wonderful human being; he was liked both by his students and their par-
ents. He was impartial in his dealings and therefore a man whom one could trust.  He was 
a person whom one could approach for anything – from cricket bat to basketball to some 
book in the library, and he would invariably oblige.  With more than 13 years at the helm, 
he was the longest-serving headmaster of St Aloysius High School.  Then he moved on to 
Bangalore and served there for 3 years as headmaster of St. Joseph’s Indian High School.  
It was here that he began to instill in his students the desire to serve the poor.  He started 

OURS IN PUBLICATION
Fr Joseph Lobo, “To Believe is to be Vulnerable: The ‘disadvantages’ of being a believer”, Vidya 
Jyothi Journal of Theological Reflections 86 (January, 2022), 8-19.

Fr Roshan Castelino and et. al:  “Study of surface oxidation and recovery of clean MoTe2 films” 
in Surfaces and Interfaces, Volume 28, December 2021, 101681.

Sch Vishal M Pinto et al., “Multiferroic bismuth ferrite nanomagnets as potential candidates for 
spintronics at room temperature.” in Materials Today: Proceedings (Elsevier), (2021).



Karunada Saurabha » Karnataka Jesuit Province Newsletter11

sending them to the remote villages on the rural outskirts of Bangalore during the Dasara 
holidays to give them a direct personal experience of the living conditions of the poor.  

Even after retirement, Fr Lawrence’s zeal 
for humanitarian work continued unabat-
ed.  He devoted the next 15 years of his 
life to pioneering work among the tribals of 
Mundgod.  For the children of these tribals 
he built a school and provided residential 
facilities in the town.   Among the tribals, he 
had a preferential love for the Siddis, eth-
nically of African origin, who lived in abject 
poverty exploited as they were by the local 
landlords.  It is chiefly for the uplift of these 
socially excluded and helpless tribals that he devoted his time and energy,  laboured ex-
tensively for and with them, and brought them into the mainstream of society.

His distinctive contribution to education of the rural poor was the integration of formal in-
struction with practical skills in carpentry, electrical wiring, computer education, tailoring, 
etc.  - skills that would come handy when children returned to their communities. He made 
sure that the tribal talent for sports and games and for music and dancing were given due 
importance in education.   A casual visitor to Loyola School in Mundgod may not suspect 
that the campus which currently houses large buildings for school and hostels, surrounded 
by lush green trees and vast playgrounds, was nothing more than a barren field less than 
two decades ago.  To replicate a homelike atmosphere for children coming from remote 
villages, he designed and implemented the cottage system so that small groups of children 
could live in their own “home” under the care of a “house mother” who would usually be 
one of the teachers in the school.   

Fr Lawrence’s pioneering disposition, and his courage and optimism were amply reward-
ed as he witnessed the school growing from strength to strength and becoming Loyola 
Institutions (including the composite PU College), receiving children from all sections of 
society, but with a preferential option for the most deserving.  He continued this pioneering 
spirit in Haliyal where he labored for a little over four years visiting every Siddi village in 
the taluka accompanied by his driver Gangadhara.  He encouraged every Siddi family to 
send their children to school to complete their education. Such was his passion for their 
welfare that he even started an “open school” for the school dropouts and goaded them 
to complete their secondary education.  He also started a “computer center” in Viveka 

Pragathi, Haliyal,  to equip the youth with 
additional skills.

Fr Lawrence’s love for nature was evident 
in his care for plants and animals.  It in-
fected the children too with loving care for 
God’s creation. For this purpose he started 
a dairy in the school campus in Mundgod 
and horticulture in the Haliyal campus. 

Those of us who had the privilege of living 
or working with Fr. Lawrence Pinto had little 
doubt about the secret of his fruitfulness in 

ministry.  He was a person of deep faith. Even in the midst of his multiple responsibilities he 
would make it a point to rise early and spend time, squatting on a small carpet, in prayer 
and meditation.   He believed in a God of compassion who journeys with the least and 
the lost.  Radical, refreshing and life-affirming new ideas poured forth when he broke the 
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Down Memory LaneDown Memory Lane
(In this section some of our Senior Jesuits will share their experiences of Jesuit life and mission) 

Fr Prashant Madtha, SJ

As I recount these memories, I am quite aware that soon I will be remembered as the for-
gotten one! I have reached the ripe age of beyond 70.  But if one were to 
reckon my age in years of fifteen months each, I will be just 49!

I was born in Sullia, a township gracefully garlanded by two rivers with their 
lilting flow of crystal clear waters. I used to spend an hour or two each day 
swimming in the river.  Swimming in serene waters - ever afloat never sink-
ing - is the recurrent dream I have often had.  The church in Sullia and our 
ancestral house were built in the same year, 1933.  Ours was the first Cath-
olic family to migrate to Sullia.  Before our arrival there was, in the region, a 
community of new converts from the Koraga tribe.  My mother found much joy and satisfac-
tion, not only in accepting to be the godmother to all the Koraga converts including infants, 
but also in christening them with the names of her own children, mine included.   She used 
to recall and narrate to us how she supplied food to the parish house - for Fr Camiza and Br 
Bignami - and how frugal they were in their eating habits.  And she exhorted us to emulate 
their asceticism.  I remember to have told her then that it was probably because they could 
not digest her spicy food that the Italian priests consumed less.  That was an instance of our 
family’s early connection with the Jesuits. 

After completing my VIII Standard in the local school, I went to Mangalore and joined Gon-
zaga House as a postulant to become a Coadjutor Brother.  I wasted two precious years as 
a postulant because, at the end of the two years, the then Director declared ex-cathedra (as 

Word.  He was convinced that our God-given resources should be shared with the poor 
and the needy. 

Fr Lawrence held some important responsibilities in the Society.  Aside from his role as 
headmaster of schools, he was Manager and Correspondent of Loyola School, Parish 
Priest and Superior of Mundgod, and Province Consultor.  He spent the last five years of 
his life in Fatima Retreat House, Mangalore, giving retreats and doing other spiritual min-
istries.  In the last two years, however, his health deteriorated progressively and he had to 
remain confined to his room and in closer communion with the Lord.
 
Dear Fr Lawrence, we are thankful to God for your life and your ministry, for we have been 
inspired by your spirit of availability in the service of God and His people.  You were faith-
ful to whatever task was assigned to you and you did it with sincere love and utmost dedi-
cation.  What we are celebrating today is your outstanding love for the poor - seen in your 
life of commitment to the service of the anawim.  The divine master whom you have served 
so faithfully all these years says to you: “Well done good and trustworthy servant, you have 
been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master”.

With the demise of Fr Lawrence, Karnataka Jesuit Province has lost a great lover of the 
poor, a pioneer in the field of education, and a simple and compassionate human being. 
Even in death, he was selfless. He has pledged his body to science and donated his mortal 
remains to Fr Muller’s Charitable Institutions. That is the extent of his service to humanity. 
Adieu, our dear Rev. Fr Lawrence Pinto. May you rest in peace. – Fr Francis Menezes

******
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if he had a forensic test done on my brain!), that I had nothing but cow-dung in my head. 
That many, even today, share his opinion is beside the point.  I realize now, with some conso-
lation, that what he actually meant was that my brain had officially stopped functioning.  He 
must have felt that I was not the Society’s cup of tea and that I was not a suitable candidate 
to be a Jesuit.  To say that I was baffled by his logic would be an understatement.  Indeed I 
had to struggle throughout my Jesuit life to defy and flout such low expectations about me.

So I packed my bags and returned home dismayed by that apocalyptic “dung revelation”.  
Today, as you know, cow and the cow-dung are revered and venerated, but not in those 
days!  The negative stereotype that was injected into my system did not really hinder my 
growth. Instead, it fostered in me the spirit of Never-Give-Up. “Everything happens for a 
reason” I told myself, “don’t question it, just trust it.”  If I have to write a book on my life, let 
me never let someone else write the chapters!

Winter turns to spring.  Resilient as I was, I completed my Tenth Standard in Sullia and pre-
sented myself to Fr Cyril Pereira, the Provincial.  To my good fortune, he was unaware of the 
cow dung comment referred to above, and accepted me into the Society.  And so, I joined 
the Novitiate at Mount St Joseph along with 13 others.  

After my ordination I taught Kannada at St Aloysius College, Mangalore for 23 years.  But 
when, in 1994, I was appointed Principal of the college, it caused not a few to raise their 
eyebrows.  To the best of my knowledge, it was an emergency appointment, since the one 
who was to be appointed could not assume the post due to some technical reasons.  I was 
to be the Principal of two colleges for a total of 14 years, and the administrator of four col-
leges.  I have been in the educational field for over three decades and a half. Besides I have 
been assigned to and filled other posts:  Warden of SAC hostel, Province Coordinator for 
Formation for 8 years; Superior and Director of Ashirvad, and later of Fatima Retreat House.  
I am aware that most of my appointments were made not so much on my innate aptitude for 
the job but to meet a contingency.  Currently – I might say at the fag end of my life - I have 
been, in my capacity as the Secretary and Treasurer of the Archdiocesan Board of Education, 
overseeing the administration of about 120 schools spread over four districts in Karnataka. 

I am happy to affirm that the Society of Jesus provided me with a favourable milieu to flour-
ish. There were occasions when, upon receiving accolades, I crossed my arms and hugged 
myself for joy.  Please hold me excused if you find me tooting my own horn!   If no one cel-
ebrates you, you learn to celebrate yourself!   Some of my most exhilarating and cherished 
moments were: when I was regarded as the second Kittel, the second Rogets, or the Bahubali 
of Kannada.   Rendering an on-the-spot translation of Pope John Paul II’s public speech into 
Kannada, on the occasion of his visit to Mangalore, was indeed an honour and a privilege.  
The Pope, of course, is now a canonized saint. And the translator of his speech, hopefully, 
will not be too far behind!  

Another of my proud moment was when the periodical India Today published a write up in 
2008 in which it named me among the ‘Fifty Pioneers of India’.  I had started working on the 
Kannada Thesaurus even as I was immersed in my responsibilities as Principal of St Aloysius 
College.  The task was accomplished in about 20 years. The Konkani Thesaurus took about 
12 years.  Thus I have, to my credit, two thesauruses in two languages. Taking Kannada as a 
specialization has been a spark in my life resulting in the compiling of 3 dictionaries and 13 
books in 3 languages.  My weekly columns in a leading Kannada daily, much appreciated 
for their wit and humour, became so popular that in 8 years I had contributed about 400 
columns, presumably surpassing a record.  Similarly, my columns in Konkani were found 
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Beatification of Father Rutilio Grande, SJ, Manuel Solórzano and  Beatification of Father Rutilio Grande, SJ, Manuel Solórzano and  
Nelson Rutilio LemusNelson Rutilio Lemus

to be spicy and entertaining, so much so that they were read in common in families and in 
religious communities. I have been the recipient of 13 literary awards.

Believe me, I had read about a hundred issues of Readers’ Digest, borrowed from a doctor, 
when I was still in the IX standard.  As you can see, by acquiring the skill of writing (for which 
I have had to sail away from safer shores), I have carved a niche for myself in the world of 
literature.  The ministry of writing which in the beginning seemed incidental to my life as a 
Jesuit has now become central to my life and apostolate. 

How do I wrap all this up?  At this stage of my life I gratefully cherish the fact as well as the 
privilege of being a member of the worldwide organization, the Society of Jesus – with its 
mesmerizing suffix, SJ!  Without my knowing it, God has, in His inscrutable and impercepti-
ble ways, “plotted” in my life to make me who and what I am. It is this realization that works 
in me like oxygen and keeps me going.  The road was bumpy, punctuated by numerous 
disruptions and vicissitudes, but the blessings received are too many to recount.  In a word, 
I have decided to find my happiness in being myself – like a tree planted by the waterside.

“On 22 January 2022 Father Rutilio Grande, S.J., and laymen Manuel Solórzano and Nelson Ru-
tilio Lemus, martyrs, will be beatified in San Salvador, El Salvador. They were killed for their faith 
in Las Tres Cruces, a few kilometers from San Salvador, on 12 March 1977… 

The Church, in recognizing the martyrdom of Rutilio, Manuel, and Nelson, judges that their lives 
were taken because of the faith that gave their lives meaning, the faith to which they gave wit-
ness by shedding their blood. Therefore, as the Society of Jesus, we give thanks to God for the 
gift of life of these three men. We unite ourselves through them with the faith of the people of 
El Salvador and with their efforts to promote the changes needed to make possible a just society 
with a worthy place for everyone. 

May Our Lady Queen of Peace, patron of the Salvadoran people, be light for our way, following 
the example of the Blessed Martyrs of El Paisnal.” 

– Fr Arturo Sosa, SJ
Superior General

Manuel Solórzano, Fr Rutilio Grande, SJ, and Nelson Rutilio Lemus


