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PROVINCIAL’S MUSINGS

- Dionysius Vaz, sJ

W
e are experiencing disturbing trends these days in the State of Karnataka – 
Love Jihad, Beef ban, Anti-conversion Bill and now the Hijab-saffron shawl 
controversy. In the context of divisive, exploitative, and conflicting roles that 

religion and politics play in today’s world, inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue 
that promotes harmony while embracing diversity is the need of the hour.

Many of our unexamined assumptions and biases become evident when we begin 
to consider the differences that exist among us.  If we look at nature, we see how 
God has brought diversity to his creation by distinguishing day and night, land and 
sea, male and female; as expressions of God’s richness, no one tree is the same as 
any other tree, no one animal a mere clone of another. In a very special way, each 
human person is unique and diverse. 

Unfortunately, instead of considering diversity as an expression of the infinite beauty 
of the Creator, we too easily use difference as a reason to hate one another. Colour, 
gender, culture, nationality, language and religion are used to fight against one an-
other. Our task will be to integrate the diversities in the unifying vision of the Creator.

We will have to double our efforts through our education and social ministries, our 
campus ministries and immersion programs, to lead the young into the sacred space 
of the human person and of every person, making them aware of the inalienable 
human rights of every person and group. This helps foster pluralism, cultural and re-
ligious diversity, individual and collective freedoms and respect for and appreciation 
of differences, in the face of a globalized and a fundamentalist world that aggres-
sively pushes towards economic and cultural uniformity. It is only from a 
spiritual and cosmic perspective that our seers could say: vasudhaiva 
kutumbakam, seeing the entire human community as a family. Unity 
in diversity then becomes possible as a paradigm for life and living. 
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PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAMME
February 2022
12-13: Recollection for Local Superiors:  
   Dhyanashrama, MSJ
14-15: Province Consult (Budgets): 
   LM, Bengaluru
19:   Regents Meet: Mundgod
20-25: JCSA (Online)
27-28: Visitation, Meeting of South Zone 
   Provincials: Trivandrum

March 2022
01-02: Meeting of LS, DoWs & CCMs: 
   Ashirvad, Bengaluru
03:    Province Consult: LM
05:    Young Priests Meet: Ashirvad
06:    Jubilee of Fr Michael John: Jesuit  
   Nivas, Bengaluru
12:    4th Centenary of the canonization of  
   St Ignatius Loyola and St Francis Xavier
20- 02 Apr: Colloquium of Provincials (Rome) 

To our four Jesuits on completing their doctoral studies: 

Fr Anil D’Almeida - AN IMMERSION INTO THE DIALOGUE OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE AT  
VARANASI: A Christian Engagement in the Devotion and Practice of the Ramcaritmanas of Tulsidas; 
Doctorate in Comparative Theology, by Boston College, Massachusetts, USA.

Fr Kiran Cotha - THE JESUIT STYLE OF EDUCATION, QUALITIES OF IGNATIAN EDUCATORS 
AND ITS INFLUENCE ON FACULTY MEMBERS: An Exploratory Study; Doctorate in Management, 
by XIM University, Bubaneshwar. 

Fr Maxim Dias - THE IMPACT OF RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM ON INDIAN SECULARISM: A Study of 
Dakshina Kannada; Doctorate in Political Science, by Bangalore University.

Fr Roshan Castelino - MOLECULAR BEAM EPITAXY GROWTH OF MOLYBDENUM DITELLU-
RIDE (MOTE2) ON GRAPHENE/6H-SIC (0001): Phase controlled synthesis and characterization;  
Doctorate in Material Science, by Université de Namur, Belgium. 

APPOINTED BY POPE FRANCIS
Fr Théodore Kodidis – Archbishop of Athens, Greece

APPOINTED BY FR GENERAL
Fr Pathirana Angelo Sujeewa (SRI) – New Provincial of Sri Lanka Province

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Scholastics Anthony Derrick JD, Ashwin Rebello, Ashwin Praveen Cordeiro, George 
Jaison Pinto, Jaison Glen Pais, John Rayan Pereira and Shantharaj A will be  
ordained deacons by Bishop Thomas Dabre, Bishop of Pune, on 19 February 2022, in De 
Nobili College Chapel. 

****
March 01-02: Meeting of LS, DoWs & CCMs: Ashirvad, Bengaluru

March 12: 400th anniversary of the canonisations of Ignatius Loyola and Francis Xavier: 
On 12 March the Society of Jesus will celebrate the 400th anniversary of the canonisations 
of Ignatius Loyola and Francis Xavier. They were canonised alongside Teresa of Avila, Isidore 
Labrador (“Isidore the Farmer”) and Philip Neri. The Holy Eucharist will be presided over by 
Pope Francis.

May 22-27: Province Congregation, Prerana, MSJ, Bengaluru. 

CONGRATULATIONS
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ASHIRVAD

We bade farewell to Fr Lancy Monteiro after 
thanking him for all his services in Anekal.  Frs 
Balaraju A and Anthony Valan (CCU) took class-
es on Modern Church History and the Pauline 
Letters respectively.

The annual feast of Vanachinnappa, preced-
ed by a triduum, was celebrated on a low key 
amidst Omicron, with  Fr Shantharaj as the main 
celebrant at the Eucharist.

Beginning with the visit of the Rotary Club of 
Bengaluru and their collaboration in the study 
centres, the CIRW is buzzing with events.  Tai-
loring training at Gourenahalli and Muthsan-
dra concluded successfully.  The hostels saw a 
growth in numbers as the schools reopened fol-
lowing government order. Novices Denver Push-
pam and Joel Lobo were with us for their mission 
experiment. – Sch Jaison Lobo

ARRUPE NIVAS

ASHA KIRAN

ANEKAL

The outreach team of SJC distributed clothes to 
‘Home of Hope’ and Don Bosco children’s home. 
National Youth Day 2022 was celebrated by the 
History Association with a national online quiz 
on - ‘Swami Vivekananda - Maker of Modern In-
dia’.  NCC Officer Lt. Akshay Mandlilk, recipi-
ent of Raksha Mantri Padak, three NCC Air wing 
Cadets and one NSS volunteer were part of the 
SJC contingent at the 73rd Republic Day cele-
brations at New Delhi. The Social Work Students’  

Association conducted “India@73” to showcase 
the talents of our young  patriots of SJC.  Also, 
the outreach team organised the online plan-
tation drive in which more than 200 students  
took part.  Our Placement Office won the Outstand-
ing Award (South Zone) by Internshala.  Fr Rich-
ard Rego has successfully placed 35 PG students  
of Advertising  & Public Relations in their re-
spective industries for paid-internships of four  
months each. – Fr John Baptist 

The mode of education went online, once again, 
since some of the scholastics tested Covid-posi-
tive.  The health officials from the Municipal Cor-
poration came to AK and put all of us through 
an RTPCR test.  We composed a song on Fr Stan 
Swamy and released it on social media platforms 
to show our solidarity with Jesuit social activists.  

Fr Celestine Sera has returned after spending a 

few days in Fr Muller’s Hospital for treatment of 
his Lumbar Spondylosis.  Our scholastics gave 
recollection points and talks on ‘Towards an intel-
lectual and learned approach to ministries’.  We 
benefited from a seminar on “Social Justice in the 
Present Political Scenario’ by Mrs Maria Shaila of 
SAC, and from a talk on ‘Religious Extremism in 
Dakshina Kannada’ by Fr Maxim Dias based on 
his doctoral research. – Sch Macwin D’Souza

Fr Arun Luis, in his capacity as PDD, visited 
Mudigere, Pandithahalli, Mysore and Mundgod.  
Fr Joseph Lobo gave a recollection to the Fati-
ma Retreat House community on the Synodal 
Church.  He addressed the annual colloquium of 
Jesuit Faculties Forum for South Asia (JFFSA) on 
the theme “Towards a socially oriented Jesuit for-
mation: Its necessity, Challenges and Opportuni-

ties”, and was the resource person at the webinar 
on “Is truly Synodal Church possible? - Call for a 
radical conversion” organized by FRH, Mangalu-
ru.  He animated a half-day workshop on “Jesuit 
Spiritual Heritage: Ignatian worldview and Exam-
ination of Consciousness” for the teaching staff 
of St Joseph’s College of Commerce, Bengaluru 
and gave a day’s orientation to the delegates of 

POPE’S WORLDWIDE PRAYER NETWORK (PWPN), FEBRUARY 2022
For religious sisters and consecrated women 

We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women; thanking them for their mission and 
their courage; may they continue to find new responses to the challenges of our times. 

o-----o
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BIJAPUR

Fr Francis Fernandes, our PCF, was here to meet 
the regents. Three novices were in Bijapur Mission 
for their mission experiment.  Our outing to Co-
org strengthened the bonds among us through 
faith sharing and community activities.   

Fr Jeevan James and his group of volunteers 
from CNFE organized the Christmas celebration 
for Caritas-sponsored children.  Fr Santhosh Fer-
nandes was the chief guest at the inter-religious 
Christmas programme at Tippu Nagar.  CNFE 
organized an interactive session for the slum 
leaders and a few progressive organizations with 
the renowned social activist Medha Patkar.  The 
celebration of Republic Day became more mean-
ingful because CNFE organized a medical camp 
for 100 senior citizens on the occasion. Fr Jeevan 
James conducted sessions for the unorganized 
youth on social analysis and on the Constitution. 

Loyola School CBSE Sindagi held an Inter-Reli-
gious Day celebration. Under the able leadership 
of Fr Santhosh Fernandes, Loyola school made 
history by conducting a two-day Sports Event. 

CIRD Sangama has been conducting a variety 
of programmes and activities to educate people 
on exercising their rights and claiming their priv-
ileges. In view of the 73th Republic Day celebra-
tion, CIRD 
Sagnamga 
organized a 
few offline 
and online 
competitions 
and also a 
special pro-
gramme to 
the disabled children on the Constitution. 
– Fr Jeevan James

FATIMA RETREAT HOUSE
Fr Joseph Lobo, while teaching a course in the 
seminary close by, managed to spare time to give 
a talk to the community on ‘Synod & Synodality’. 
He also spoke on “Is a Truly Synodal Church Pos-
sible?  Call for a Radical Conversion” on a webi-
nar organised by FRH. Fr Rossi Rego is on cloud 
nine these days, having received a gift of a bat-
tery-powered wheel chair.  Fr Raymond D’Souza 
(KHM), pioneer of the erstwhile Nagaland Mis-

sion, now Kohima Region, is with us these days.  It 
is a privilege to have him with his quiet, soft-spo-
ken, smiling presence.  A new addition to the resi-
dence is a bevy of love-birds that will cheerily wel-
come you at the main door.  Bro Benedict Rosario 
is busy training them for Jesuit ways.  Don’t be 
surprised the next time you come in, if they chirp, 
“Noble Knight.” – Fr Thomas Quadras 

INIGO SADAN

the General Chapter of Bethany sisters.  He also 
animated a 3-day program on “Mission of Jesus 
– Mission of the Religious” at Prerana.

Online spoken English classes have been con-
ducted by Mrs Shaila, under the auspices of the 
Centre for Social Concern for the 9-10 students 
of Spandana Study Centre.  The task of mapping 

of slums is progressing well.  Ashirvad unit has 
already completed mapping 65 slums in Bengal-
uru.  In collaboration with United Way India, KJES 
and Ashirvad distributed ration kits to 122 chil-
dren who had lost their parents due to Covid.  As 
many as 57 students of 9th std and above got a 
Lenovo Tab each. – Fr Eugene Lobo

The scholastics have resumed their classes after 
their triduum of renovation.  A flagpole has been 
erected in front of the house; and on Republic 
Day, our cook, Ms Sumitra, unfurled the national 
flag and Sch John Romiyo (DAR) gave a stirring 
speech. 

At the community college, our students attend-
ed a session conducted by Mr A. Raju (Inspector 
of Police, Siddapur) on drug abuse, eve teasing, 
and their impact on youth. The Deloitte group 

conducted classes for all the units of our com-
munity college and has supported 88 students.  
Also, thanks to the tireless efforts of the Direc-
tor and Principal, networking with several re-
nowned companies has become a reality, and 
many of our students are finding training facil-
ities and suitable placements.  Through St Jo-
seph’s College of Commerce, the Community  
College has initiated the Skill hub initiative pilot 
programme of PMKVY. 
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KALABURAGI

Frs Melwin Mendonca, Robert Rodrigues and Vi-
nod AJ attended the meeting of the Inter Religious 
Forum for Peace and Harmony at the Bishop’s 
House.  The visitation of Fr Provincial brought us 
much joy and peace, and helped us to reorient 
our life and mission. The PCF paid a visit to our 
community and met Sch Nishanth Noronha.  New 
Year’s Day was celebrated with a cricket tourna-
ment organized by the hostel.  Frs Melwin and 
Vinod visited some schools for publicity work.

The first ever elected Student Council of Xavier’s 
English Medium School provided an opportunity 
to the seven student contestants to address the 
student body as a whole.  For the students, this 
was an excellent exposure to the elective pro-
cesses. On Republic Day too a few students had 
the opportunity to deliver patriotic speeches in  
English.

 At the Church of the Sacred Heart in Bidar, the cel-
ebrations of Christmas and New Year  brought the 
parish community together for fun and worship.  
The youth 
who had 
worked hard 
to make 
these events 
a success en-
joyed a day’s 
picnic or-
ganized for 
them.  There 
was also a get-together for the women of the par-
ish. Besides organizing parish activities, Fr Rich-
ard Mascarenhas preached a recollection to the 
Bidar Zone CRI unit, and animated a ‘synodal’ 
meeting for them. – Sch Nishanth Noronha

LOYOLA MANDIR
Fr Julian Fernandes (KHM) spent some qual-
ity time with us while he went through medical 
health check-ups at the Mazumdar Shaw Hospi-

tal.  To his good fortune, Fr Julian has the best 
health for his age. Meanwhile, he engaged us 
with his rich sharing on a wide range of topics, 

SJIPS conducted a session for teachers on the sub-
ject of mental health. The Admission Committee 
organized a session to facilitate in-depth under-
standing about the educational philosophy of the 
school, parental needs and expectations from the 
school.

It was a pleasure to witness the inauguration of 
the office of the Alumni/ae Association on 5 Jan-
uary thanks to the vision and support of the Pres-
ident, Mr. Babu C J, who solely funded the cost of 
renovating the office. National Voters’ Day was 
celebrated to highlight the importance of voting in 
the country’s electoral process.  Staff and students 
took a pledge on the occasion.  Mr Ashok Patil, 
senior teacher and NCC officer, was the chief 
guest at the Republic Day celebration.
 
Akanksha V Malade (a student of I MSBA) is the 
Winner of Veer Gatha Award in the national level 
Poem Writing Contest conducted by the ministry of 
Education. The students were provided opportuni-
ties to creatively engage themselves with a variety 
of activities as they participated in the State level 
Cultural fests- ‘PreUnique’ and ‘Anaavaram’ or-
ganized by St Aloysius PU College and St Paul’s 

PU College, Mangaluru respectively and an in-
ter-class photography competition on the theme 
– ‘Ray of Hope’ organized by the English Literary 
club.  Our teaching staff participated in a webinar 
on “Education in the Pandemic World” organized 
by Alliance University. As many as 1134 students, 
above the age of 15, received anti-Covid vacci-
nation at the camp jointly organized by our insti-
tution and BBMP. 

SJS CBSE Republic Day, was celebrated on virtual 
platform, highlighting the unity of our country. The 
Gospel Fest, “KOINONIA 2022” had “Fellowship” 
for its theme. The students had different events to 
participate such as Bible Recitation, Biblical Char-
acters and Bi-
ble Quiz. Vir-
tual Sports Day 
(conducted for 
the first time) 
had a variety of 
competitions, 
including a few offline games whenever possible.  
Mr Jerrin Chandan (of SJEC) was the chief guest at 
the Sanskruti Sammilan (Ethnic and Hobby Day).  
– Fr Felix Anand
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MOUNT ST JOSEPH
Jesuits of the novitiate batches from 1975 to 1978 
arrived at Mount St Joseph to celebrate the 91st 
birthday of their Novice Master, Fr Hilario Fer-
nandes.  They spent two days in faith sharing and 
exchanging their successes and failures in the last 
47 years of their religious life. The Eucharist was 
celebrated with Fr Hilario as the chief celebrant.  
The whole community had a heart touching expe-
rience at the birthday celebration, when each of 
the quondam novices shared the part played by 
Fr Hilario in his life.  The hospitality of the com-
munity was more than visible.  Fr Hilario enjoyed 
every moment of the celebration.  The presence of 
Fr Swebert D’Silva, Fr Francis, Fr Gregory Coelho 
(KHM) and Br Antony (KHM) made the celebration 
even more meaningful.

Loyola Degree College celebrated Republic Day 
during which Mr Venkappa, one of the unskilled 
labourers, in our campus unfurled the Tricolour.  
This was to proclaim to the world that our Constitu-
tion is inclusive, giving equal opportunities to all its  
citizens. 

The Pre-university students of Loyola were vaccinat-
ed in a Covid Vaccination camp.  National Youth 
Day was celebrated on January 12, 2022 to mark 
the birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda.  Re-
public Day was celebrated on January 26, 2022 
with a talk on the topic: “Our Indian Constitution”. 
– Fr Francis D’Almeida

MUNDGOD 

DOWs of the Social Work centres, PDD and PCSA 
had a meeting together at LVK, chaired by Fr Pro-
vincial, to reflect on our ministry for the unorga-
nized youth in our province. Due to increase in 
COVID cases Loyola schools and hostels were 

closed for a week.  Fr. Tom D’Souza went to Man-
galuru to meet his sister who had returned from 
Africa after many years of dedicated service. LKV 
organized week-long student activities on the oc-
casion of Republic Day. – Fr Melvin Lobo

ST ALOYSIUS COLLEGE, Mangaluru

The 142nd Foundation Day of the Institution was 
celebrated on 12 January with a variety of pro-
grammes involving the staff of all the units.  At 
the ‘Eminent Aloysian Award’ Ceremony - an 
annual feature jointly organized by the Manage-
ment and the Alumni Association (SACAA) - six 
celebrated alumni, known for their distinctive 
achievement in different fields, were conferred 
with the title of Eminent Aloysian.  On this same 
occasion, the “Advance Instrumentation Centre”, 
a most valuable facility for science research, was 
inaugurated – a gift to their alma mater from 
the Batch of 1971 who were celebrating the  

golden jubilee of their graduating from St Aloysius  
College. 

St Aloysius Crick-
et Academy was 
so f t - l aunched 
by international 
cricketer David 
Johnson. Also, 
with the establish-
ing of the Sports Academy of the College, other 
sporting activities are also given a boost.  One of 
our earliest successes was the victory, after a long 

facts and figures on the Society, and many other 
things as the Provincial of Karnataka, the Provin-
cial of India and the General Assistant in Rome. 
He also preached for us the monthly recollection. 
Fr Hector D’Souza (KHM) also made a lightning 
visit to LM and saw his cardiologist to everyone’s 
satisfaction. Our tertians, Fr Alwyn Ronald D’Sou-
za and Fr Wilson Bennis returned from the ter-
tianship in Shembaganur. While Fr Alwyn attends 
a program in Lonavala, Fr Wilson just finished 
his mission experiment with the Little Sisters of 
the Poor in Bengaluru. Fr Praveen Kumar has 
returned from his tertianship in Sitagaraha  and 

is now preparing himself for his future studies. 
Fr Jossie D’Mello gave an online course on the 
dynamics of the Spiritual Exercises to the partici-
pants of Ignatian Sources organised by the Igna-
tian Spirituality Centre, DNC, Pune. Fr Olvin Vei-
gas visited Bijapur, Gulbarga, and Pannur-Manvi 
missions regarding the archive’s work. Currently, 
LM is going through refurbishing and renovation 
work. The members of the Province Finance Com-
mission flocked to LM to scrutinize the proposed 
budgets of the houses and institutions under the 
leadership of Fr Jason Furtado. – Fr Olvin Veigas
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SWAMI RAJENDRA NILAYA, Panditahalli
We were happy that our prayers were finally 
heard and that we were able, after amicable ne-
gotiations, to get back our “encroached” land.  
We are now erecting an L-shaped compound wall 
to demarcate the boundary. Frs Joy Rodrigues 
and Denzil W Lobo were here for revisors’ work.  
Fr Provincial’s annual visitation of two days has 
boosted our spirit.  He was the chief guest at our 
Republic Day celebration during which he ad-
dressed our staff and motivated them.  The la-

bourers at our construction site also joined the 
flag hoisting.

On January 23, we joined Xavier Sadan Jesuits 
to celebrate Fr Freddie D’Silva’s diamond jubilee 
in the Society. Holy Angels School organized an 
online webinar on NEP for our staff with Fr Rohan 
D’Almeida as the resource person.
 – Sch Prajwal Apose 

VIDYA NIKETAN, Dharwad 
On the first day of the New Year, VN community, 
along with the youth of our parish, visited the Cen-
tral Prison in Dharwad and gave a Christmas pro-
gramme for the inmates. On Republic Day, Sr Rosy 
Coutinho, SCCG, the Provincial, hoisted the flag 
and Sch Prakash gave the Republic Day message. 
A good number of sisters from the neighboring 
convents joined us for the flag hoisting ceremony. 

On Martyrs’ Day, we were invited by the depart-
ment of Gandhian Studies of Karnataka Universi-
ty to conduct an inter-religious prayer service.  Fr 
Edward Philip conducted four days of orientation 
program for the staff and PU students of Presenta-
tion Institutions, Dharwad. He also organized the 
meeting of the Youth Commission animators of 
Belgaum Diocese. – Sch Joshua Fred Lobo

time, in the   Mangalore University Intercollegiate 
Cricket Tournament (Mangalore Zone). 

At AIMIT, classes for I MBA and I MCA have for-
mally started, thanks to the government quota of 
admissions (PGCET) being finalized.  Amar Konk-
ani, the research journal of the Institute of Konkani 
edited by Fr Melwyn S. Pinto, has been nominated 
for a special award instituted by Sandesha Foun-
dation, Mangalore.  A blood donation portal was 
launched to help the youth in donating blood to the 
needy; and a new volunteer group ‘We Care’ was 
inaugurated recently with the combined initiative 
of Centre for Social Concern, Youth Red Cross and 
the Student Council. 

In “Pre-Unique” - an annual inter-school and in-
ter-collegiate intellectual and cultural mega-event 
organized by the PU College – close to 500 stu-

dents from over 50 institutions in Karnataka par-
ticipated.  As part of  the Career Guidance pro-
gramme of the PU College, a few staff of the 
degree college addressed the students on various 
courses and career opportunities. 

Gonzaga CBSE School made it possible for the stu-
dents of Class V to have an interactive zoom ses-
sion with the students of Instituto Leone XIII School 
from Italy on the topic ‘The Mysterious World of 
Money’. The session provided an opportunity for 
the students to participate in presentations and 
quizzes, and to communicate and exchange ideas 
with each other.  Various activities were conduct-
ed as part of Math Week. The culmination of the 
program ‘Gonzaga Got Talent’ was graced by 
the presence of the well-known actor and model 
Ms Soujanya Hegde. – Sch Ovin Rodrigues & Fr 
Pradeep Sequeira

SATYA NILAYAM, Chennai 

Fresh from our cultural tour of the South Indi-
an States, we strengthened our community life 
through two days of Community days.  Then we 
deepened our life in the Spirit through a triduum 
guided by Fr Frederick B D’Silva at the end of 
which we renewed our Vows. Pongal was cele-
brated in the true Tamil spirit, with games, tradi-

tional meals and attire. Similarly, we celebrated 
Republic Day in a spirit of patriotism while we 
saluted the Tricolour.  We had a few hiccups in 
our academic life due to the Omicron situation, 
but now the classes are in full swing. The second 
years are busy completing their Dissertation.   
– Sch Melwil Vas
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VIDYANIKETAN, Trivandrum 

On New Year’s day, we began our Triduum un-
der the guidance of Fr Sunny (KER). Fr Francis 
Fernandes was with us to meet the Karnataka 
Juniors. The celebrations of Pongal and Republic 
Day were opportune occasions for the scholas-
tics of Chennai, Madurai and Ranchi Provinces to 

exhibit some elements of their cultures and tradi-
tions to the Vidyaniketan Community.  The end of 
these celebrations marked the beginning of our 
third semester with classes on poetry, intensive 
reading, Indian culture, and Shakespeare.  
– Sch Abraham Clinton 

We began the month of January by spiritual-
ly energizing ourselves with the  triduum guid-
ed by Fr Tony J D’Souza (former Provincial of 
Bombay), at Premanjali, Vasai. The annual vis-
itation of Fr Dionysius Vaz, the Provincial, was 
indefinitely postponed as some of the Juniors 

were unwell.  We had a day of recollection on 
‘Vow of Poverty’ by Fr Lisbert D’Souza (BOM).  
Currently we have the following courses: World 
History, Introduction to Novels, Theory of Dra-
ma, Shakespeare, and Faith Traditions in India.  
– Sch Steven Joseph

VINAYALAYA, Mumbai 

XAVIER TRAINING COLLEGE, Belagavi 

The long retreat was, for us, an experience of the 
inexhaustible goodness, mercy and love of God 
in our lives. Novice Lloyd Lobo is recuperating 
well after his knee surgery. The novices benefited 
greatly from the canonical visitation of the pro-
vincials of Pune and Goa. During the Christmas 
break, we had our community games, movies, 
barbeque, singing and dancing. The opportuni-

ty we had of visiting places like Hidkal dam, the 
Zoo, Ghataprabha power plant, and the Con-
vent of the Ursuline Sisters was a welcome break 
from the long stay in the novitiate.  We had an 
insightful course on the ‘Dynamics of the Spir-
itual Exercises’ by Fr Joseph Cardozo (GOA).  
– Novice Fean Almeida

REST IN PEACE
Fr Levis Gomes, SJ (GOA), 57/36, on 24 January, in Margao, Goa.
Fr Jayaseelan Thomas Barnabas, SJ (MDU), 69/51, on 26 January, in Dindigul. 
Fr Lucas Rayappan, SJ (GUJ), 59/39, on 27 January, in Ahmedabad.
Fr M Joseph John Britto, SJ (MDU), 77/58, on 03 February, in Dindigul. 
Fr Joe D’Abreo, SJ (BOM), 89/72, on 04 February, in Mumbai.   
Fr Vijayanand Shidonkar, SJ (GUJ), 74/56, on 07 February, in Radhanpur. 
Ms Benendicta Quadros, 74, maternal aunt of Fr Praveen Vijay Martis, Principal of 
St Aloysius College (SAC), Mangaluru, on 25 January, in Mangaluru. 
Mrs Eugine D’Sa, 90, paternal aunt of Fr Praveen Vijay Martis, Principal of SAC, 
Mangaluru, on 29 January, in Mangaluru. 
Mrs Jyothi D’Souza, 67, mother of Fr Santhosh D’Souza, on 29 January, in Arva. 
Mrs Lucy D’Costa, 97, maternal grandmother of Fr Rohan D’Almeida, on 03 February, 
in Kundapur. 
Fr Wilfred Lewis, 90, Diocese of Varanasi, Uncle of Fr Elvis Lewis, on 14 February, 
in Varanasi. 

******
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I hail from Balkunje, a rural mountainous village, north of Mangalore.  I stand fifth 
among the eight siblings in our family of four boys and four girls.  
My dad was the Headmaster of the local Govt Primary School, 
and my mom the Manager of our own Private Primary School. 
Our family had extensive land holdings.  I did my primary school-
ing in St. Paul’s School run by the parish, and my secondary in 
Pompei High School, Kirem. 

Ours is a pious and God-fearing family. My mother was a wom-
an of deep faith and prayer. I still remember the event when she 
took me to the parish church when I was still quite small and in-
troduced me to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. For me it was a matter of love at first 
sight. Thereafter Jesus became my personal friend, and the following words became 
my everyday prayer: “Lord Jesus, make me a good boy, make me a good priest.”

Evening Rosary was a regular feature in our family.  Serving daily Mass as an altar 
boy deepened my desire for the priesthood. The life of the local priests served as an  
inspiration.  Thanks to the religiosity in the family, three of my elder sisters joined the 
Bethany Congregation.

No sooner did I learn of my passing in the SSLC than I applied to the Diocese. The 
interview was finalised.  It was by providence that my three religious sisters had come 
home on the evening before the interview. That night there was a summit meeting of 
all elder members.  They arrived at the unanimous conclusion that I should join the 
Jesuits. The reasons in favour of that decision were quite convincing to me:  that the 
Jesuits are trained well, fed well, and in their old age, looked after well.

I joined Gonzaga House, an institution equivalent to the present-day Pre-Novitiate.  
On the very first day I felt homesick. By the end of the week, I told my director that I 
was going home. He did not say anything. But once I entered home, I sensed an eerie 
silence.  I could not take it any longer. Once again, I took my baggage and returned 
to Gonzaga house. The director received me back without asking any question. At 
hindsight I feel it was a miracle that I was taken back. 

The novitiate at Mount St Joseph was a wonderful experience. We were fourteen in 
the batch. We got along well. We had two Novice-Masters: Fr Apoline in the first year 
and Fr Biscaro in the second. The former was very motherly and the latter fatherly. I 
remember several novices lining up in front Fr. Biscaro’s door waiting to get permis-
sions - specially after his evening shower - knowing full well that when he was fresh 
and relaxed, would be sure to get our permissions!
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In our juniorate, which was also at Mount St. Joseph, we learnt some rudimentary 
Latin besides languages and arts. For my college studies I was sent to the Agricultur-
al College at Hebbal together with Alexander my companion. Sebastian Fernandes 
and Gratian Carlo, who were two years senior to us, were already there. The Univer-
sity was following semester system; hence the studies were rigorous and demanding. 

In the third year Alex got drowned in the SJBHS swimming pool. It took me some 
months to grieve over the loss. My faith assured me then, that he had not died but 
is alive. 

I did my Philosophy in DNC. It was followed by two years of regency: The first year 
was in SJBHS Boarding House, and the second year in Jnana Jyothi Hostel, Anekal. 
Each year was challenging but satisfying. While at Jnana Jyothi, there was no elec-
tricity, no entry passage, and no potable water in the vicinity. Having studied agri-
culture, I grew hybrid ragi and conducted experiments. Ragi crop was bumper. It 
attracted several ragi-growers from the neighbouring villages.

The challenging experiences of Anekal triggered in me a crisis which affected my 
studies in theology and led me to live a life of mediocrity. Thank God the cannon-
ball experience which I had in the second year saved me.  It was nothing short of a 
miracle that I was chosen for formation ministry after my Ordination. That has been 
the common strand of my mission till today: pre-novitiate, novitiate, college and ter-
tianship. Here I discovered my personal vocation. 

The real test of my vocation occurred during my studies in Chicago.  At first, it was 
a cultural shock. Then I had to cope with my rigorous studies while having also to 
attend to pastoral duties in a parish.  The net result of living in an alien land and 
trying to cope with the demands of studies and pastoral duties was the cause of my 
burn out; and it was only divine grace that saved me.  

In a nutshell, I can state today that my life has been a pilgrimage of countless won-
ders and miracles of God. The Society has been a blessing, a grace and an awe-
some mother. The words of Adolfo Nicolás reverberate within me: ‘What weakness 
did you see in me, Lord, that made you decide to call me?’  I remain ever grateful to 
the Lord for His mighty works in my life, and I join Mother Mary in singing my song 
of praise, Magnificat.

Karnataka Jesuit Province
96 • Lavelle Road • Bengaluru 560001

www.karnatakajesuits.org


